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Special Meeting of the Board 
Wednesday, August 25, 2010  10:00 a.m. 

 Boardroom 
 
Members: June Szeman (Chair), Joe McPherson (Vice-Chair), Dennis Blake, Cliff Casey, Dan Dignard, 

Bonnie McKinnon 
 

1. Call to Order 

1.1  Opening Prayer - June Szeman, Chair of the Board 

1.2  Attendance 

2. Routine Matters 

2.1  Approval of the Agenda 

2.2  Declaration of Interest 

3. Committee and Staff Reports 
  
 3.1    Student Transportation   Pages 3-4 
  Presenter: Wally Easton, Associate Director 
 
 3.2 Construction Contract Report – St. John’s College ( REPORT TO BE EMAILED ON AUGUST 24, 2010) 
  Presenter: Wally Easton, Associate Director 

4. Information and Correspondence   
  

4.1 Hiring Process for Assistant Superintendent of Business 
 

 4.2     Letter to Premier of Ontario from the District School Board of Niagara  Pages 5-6 
           regarding ELP underfunding 
 
 4.3     Letter from Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration re: 2010/11 Adult Non-Credit                  Page 7 
           Language Training Program Funding  

5. Business In-camera 
 207.  (2) Closing of certain committee meetings.  A meeting of a committee of a board, including a committee of the whole board,  
    may be closed to the public when the subject-matter under consideration involves, 

a. The security of the property of the board; 
b. The disclosure of intimate, personal or financial information in respect of a member of the board or committee,  

an employee or prospective employee of the board or a pupil or his or her parent or guardian; 
c. The acquisition or disposal of a school site; 
d. Decisions in respect of negotiations with employees of the board; or 
e. Litigation affecting the board. 
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6. Report on the In-Camera Session 

7. Moment of Silent Reflection 

8. Adjournment 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 28, 2010 - Boardroom 
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REPORT TO THE BRANT HALDIMAND NORFOLK CATHOLIC 
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  

 
Prepared by: G. Wallace Easton, Associate Director, Corporate Services and Treasurer 
Presented to: Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
Submitted on: August 25, 2010 
Submitted by: Cathy Horgan, Director of Education & Secretary 
 

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
Public Session 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Since the formation of the Student Transportation Services Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
(STSBHN) consortia (with the Grand Erie District School Board and the Conseil du 
district catholique Centre-Sud), and as a result of the Efficiency and Effectiveness 
Review conducted by the Ministry of Education in September 2009, many new initiatives 
have been implemented. Some of the changes started in the 2009-10 school year and 
further changes, as noted below, will be implemented beginning September 2010.  
 
 
DEVELOPMENTS: 
 
Harmonization of Walking Distances:  For the first time in the consortium’s history, all 
four functional areas (City of Brantford as well as Brant, Haldimand, and Norfolk 
Counties) will be operating under a harmonized walking distances policy. All students 
attending an elementary school will be deemed eligible for a seat on a bus if their 
primary residence is greater than 1.6 km, via the road network, to the school that they 
are registered and their primary residence is within the catchment of the school that they 
attend. All students attending a secondary school will be deemed eligible for a seat on a 
bus if their primary residence is greater than 3.2 km, via the road network, to the school 
that they are registered at and their primary residence is within the catchment of the 
school that they attend. Individuals identified by their respective Special Education 
Departments will continue to be transported to the specialized classrooms around the 
jurisdiction as the need arises. The only exception to the harmonized walking distances 
policy would be if a safety hazard exists between an address and the school. In this 
situation, a student will be assigned a seat on a bus even though the distance from their 
primary residence is less than the walking distance, either 1.6 km or 3.2 km, depending 
on the grade of the student. 
 
Access to Online Portal:  STSBHN now has the ability to allow access to both internal 
and external parties to certain pieces of information contained in the consortium’s 
database. Parents and students, upon providing four key pieces of identification 
information (OEN, DOB, address, and school), will now have the ability to remotely 
access transportation information. The system is updated daily and allows parents and 
students to have access to the most up-to-date transportation information, which 
includes pickup times and locations, transfer information, as well as route numbers. 
Custom letters are in the process of being mailed out to all students who are eligible for 
transportation. In future, only students attending JK, SK or Grade 1 will receive letters as 
parents are not provided with their child’s OEN on report cards until Grade 2, which is a 
required piece of identification for logging into the portal. All others will be expected to 
log in to the portal and view their transportation details for the coming school year. In 
addition to obtaining student specific information, the online portal also allows for 
individuals to view information relating to transportation eligibility, as well as determining 3



which school a student is eligible to attend based on their address. These tools will allow 
the public and internal staff (school and transportation department) to pass on timely and 
accurate information to current residents of the community, as well as those looking to 
move into the area. 
 
Route Efficiencies and Courtesy Ridership: STSBHN has worked diligently over the 
summer to increase utilization of the routes providing services to our region, in keeping 
with the policies and procedures of our Member Boards. The increased utilization and 
strict application of policies and procedures has meant that fewer numbers of courtesy 
students are going to have the ability to have access to transportation that may have 
been available in previous years. Areas that will have fewer numbers of courtesy seats 
available are the outskirts of Waterford, Port Dover, Port Rowan, Houghton, Langton, 
Simcoe, Walsh, Jarvis, Caledonia, Dunnville and St. George, as well as many special 
education routes across the region. The routing reforms and utilization review have been 
across the entire system. The number of courtesy riders has been reduced from 656 in 
the 2009-2010 school year to 219 for Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB and the total 
courtesy riders for all three boards has been reduced from 2754 to 893 as of the date of 
this report. Routes and destination schools may have been significantly altered from 
previous years. It is also worth noting that a change to the naming convention for all 
routes within the region has also been put in place, as recommended by the Ministry’s 
Effectiveness and Efficiency Review.  
 
The changes that have been implemented by the Member Boards will be reviewed again 
next year by the Ministry of Education. That review will be a significant factor in the 
determination of future transportation grants. The STSBHN will continue to provide safe 
student transportation to our three Member Boards, servicing the students and families 
of the City of Brantford, as well as Brant, Haldimand and Norfolk Counties, but in a more 
cost effective manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board receives the report on 
Student Transportation. 
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